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region and the state as a whole. It is my wish
that we as a community unite to preserve San
Antonio’s first skyline and the largest cluster of
Spanish missions in the United States. By pre-
serving our past, we help build our future.

H.R. 1829

HON. MARTIN FROST

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, while H.R. 1829
has been placed on the Union Calendar and
| can no longer remove my name as a co-
sponsor of the legislation, | would like to indi-
cate that | am no longer supportive of the bill.

While | do support providing small busi-
nesses greater access to government con-
tracts, removing the Federal Prison Industries
(FPI) mandatory source preference would re-
sult in countless inmate jobs being lost. Idle
prisoners increase the likelihood of prison un-
rest and eliminating the program would re-
move the opportunity for inmates to learn vital
job skills. These jobs teach the prisoners a
trade that they can use after they reenter the
workforce. The program is so popular that
there currently are not enough jobs to fill all
the requests for prison employment. Money
earned by the prisoners is often used to make
child support payments and pay restitution.

Mr. Speaker, under current law, federal
agencies can purchase products from the pri-
vate sector if their prices are lower than FPI.
Doing away with FPI will cost local prison jobs
and only present the possibility of creating ad-
ditional domestic manufacturing jobs else-
where.

———————
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as a proud
member of the Hellenic Caucus, | rise today to
recognize the 43d anniversary of the inde-
pendence of the Republic of Cyprus. On this
important day, | join the Greek Cypriots in
celebrating their freedom from Great Britain in
1960.

Over 43 years, the Republic of Cyprus has
overcome hardships to become a steadfast
and committed democracy on the threshold of
joining the European Union in 2004. Unfortu-
nately, since a Turkish invasion in 1974, the
island remains divided between the Turkish
Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots despite at-
tempts by the United Nations for a reunifica-
tion settlement. Shortly after Cyprus agreed to
join the European Union, the Turkish Cypriot
authorities opened the borders and allowed
Cypriots to cross over the line for the first time
in 30 years. This past April was the first time
that Cypriots from either side were able to
travel through the 120-mile barrier, which con-
tinues to be guarded by U.N. peacekeeping
forces.

A divided Cyprus also has the potential of
blocking Turkey's bid to join the European
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Union, since its occupation of the northern
part of Cyprus is illegal under international
law. | urge the Turkish government to take
steps toward uniting Cyprus and also put pres-
sure on Rauf Denktash, the Turkish Cypriot
leader, who has fallen out of line with the
wishes of his people. The majority of Turkish
Cypriots want to have the equality and pros-
perity of their neighbors.

As the Republic of Cyprus has stood by the
United States during its war on terrorism, we
must continue to support negotiations so that
all sides benefit from reunification. There is
still potential for all of Cyprus to join the EU
with continued support from the European
Union and the United Nations. It may be a
long road to mend the strains between Turkey
and Greece, but reuniting Cyprus is an impor-
tant step in the right direction.

Again, | celebrate this important day for the
Republic of Cyprus.

————
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | also want to thank
the distinguished chairman of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus for holding these special
orders.

Over 300 Americans have died in Iraq. Over
1200 have been wounded. And we're spend-
ing a billion a week to finance this quagmire.

Now, Congress is being asked to approve
another $87 billion to fund the Administration’s
war. That brings up the total to $166 billion,
and there’s no end in sight—no end to the
deaths, no end to the bills, and no end to the
war.

That $87 billion is the latest installment on
the President’s foreign policy doctrine of pre-
emption.

We went to war under this doctrine: the
President told the American people, Congress,
and the world that we had to go to war be-
cause Irag's weapons of mass destruction, in-
cluding a nuclear weapons program, posed an
imminent danger to us.

Well, we haven't found the weapons yet, so
now the Administration is changing the mis-
sion: now lIraq isn't about weapons of mass
destruction or regime change, now it's ter-
rorism.

The American people want to know how this
$166 billion is being spent, what our exit strat-
egy is, and just how much we are going to
have to pay to build Iragi houses, connect
Iragi electrical grids, and construct Iraqi
schools.

I's not that we begrudge the needs of the
Iragi people—it's just that we also see dire
needs here at home.

We’re not isolationists—it's in our national
interest to help create stability in Iraq and it's
a moral imperative to repair the damage our
bombs did, but there has to be a vision of how
to get us out.

We must leave an Iraq that is stable and se-
cure, but we must leave.

And we all need to understand that this war
against Irag is not an isolated act but part of
the Doctrine of Preemption that could also
lead us to war against North Korea, Iran,
Syria, or almost anyone else.
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. would recognize
this war. As he warned us, “In the wasteland
of war,” he said, “The expenditure of re-
sources knows no restraints.”

Dr. King knew that war could be a bottom-
less pit, into which this great nation could pour
all of its resources, all of its young people, and
never come out safer or stronger.

We have to stop this. That is our call to
arms.

Because if we don’t stop them, this $87 bil-
lion bill will be followed by more and more in-
stallment payments, and those 304 Americans
who have died in Irag will be followed by far
too many more young men and women.

Let's find our way out of this wasteland.

———

HONORING CYPRUS
INDEPENDENCE DAY
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
many Cypriot Americans in New Jersey | rise
today to honor the 43d anniversary of the
Independence of the Republic of Cyprus. Cy-
prus became an independent Republic in 1960
after 80 years of British colonial rule and hun-
dreds of years under the yoke of the Ottoman
Empire. Despite a series of tragic events dur-
ing the past four decades, the Government of
the Republic of Cyprus remains committed to
the core principles enshrined in the Constitu-
tion of Cyprus guaranteeing the basic rights
and freedoms of the people of Cyprus—Greek
Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots and Cypriots from
all ethnic and religious communities.

This year, Cyprus’s Independence Day ar-
rives at a time of great hope for all the people
of Cyprus. Since the last celebration of Cyprus
Independence Day, Cyprus has experienced
events of major historic import—most notably
the signing of the Treaty of Accession to the
European Union in April of this year. Cyprus is
now on target to join the EU in May 2004 and
that is no small achievement for a nation that
has endured such a long list of tragedies.

As in past years, however, the continued de
facto division of the island nation clouds the
commemoration of its Independence Day.
Thirty-seven percent of the Republic’s territory
continues to be occupied by Turkish military
forces in violation of U.N. Security Council res-
olutions and international law.

While the Cyprus problem continues to
elude a final, just, and peaceful solution, never
before in the 29 years since Turkish forces
split the island in two, have Cypriots been so
close to a settlement. And yet they are so far
away. The last year has been fraught with op-
portunities lost—many of us here in Congress
thought that the Copenhagen Summit last win-
ter offered a unique opportunity for Greek and
Turkish Cypriots to finally resolve their dif-
ferences. A new Turkish leadership in Ankara
looked poised to make history and then didn’t.

We had hope. The plan put forth by U.N.
Secretary General Kofi Annan continued to
gain momentum. Thousands of Turkish Cyp-
riots were protesting in the streets against
their leader Rauf Denktash calling on him to
accept the Annan plan. There was anticipation
that referenda would occur this past spring
and finally liberate Cypriots from the oppres-
sive division of their island.
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